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VINDICATION 


Of rhe Honou rable the 


| Sheriffs « Recorder 


Of LONDON, 


From thoſeimpudent REFLECTIONS 
Caſt upon them in Fizbarris's LIBEL, 


Entituled Hy CONFESSION, &c 


Hereas he ſays, That he dies in;the Religion which 
was delivered. in the firſt four General Councils, 
' and that his Faith js contained in the three Creeds 
commonly. called ithe Apoſtles, ' St. Athanaſius's, 
and the Nicene, and that he dies a Membes of the 
Holy Catholick Church, and hopes for' Y, throy gh. the alone Merits 
der Paſſion of onr Lon and Saviour} alan reeds 
tnat Fapiuts 10 genera Pretenct + om the Religgan,: alt elVer- 
ed in the ſaid Councils and Creeds, and yet | yet itis notorious to all Proteſtants 
that have read the Controverſies between ws and; them, that their Church 
holds many Tenets which / are poſitively /and; evidently ,contradiftory 
thereunto : and whether by the Catholick-Church he.means the Roman, 
the Reader will anon beable to judge. Then, whereas he: lays, He truſts 
in the Merits' of Chriſt alone for Salvation; he faith no -more than what 
Papiſts generally do when they come to.die, as might. be inſtanced i in Car- 
'dinal Bellarmine, Gardiner Biſhop of Winchefter, &c.. 

In the ſecond place, he endeayours to brings Scandal upon his Majely, 
as if his Majeſty -had employedhim as: a Spyeand a Trepan;' but whether 
It be not beneath ſo'greatia Prince to:employ. any man in a bufineſs of 
that nature, ler all that have:the:honovinof knowing his Majeſty, judge. 
Bur this isas true as whar:hetimimediately; after fays.of the Lord Howard, 
who has ſince declared upon the Sacrament (which lie received. on Sux- 
day the third:inſtant ) That he had no handdire&ty or indirefly.in com- 
fing that Libel with which F7:zharris charges him; ' as you may ſce at 
Jar en that Paper, entituled- Z7is Proteſtation, July, the third. 

As to wharhe fays inthe next Paragraph, in reference to the Sheriffs, 
they know whit truth: there 'is in it; and ''tis generally expected that 
ſornething wiltere long be publiſhed io their Vindication.” . In the mean 
time, I cannot but adore the wonderful Providence of God, in ſuffering 
this wretched Liar fo far to forget. himſelf as to tell us, that the Sherifts 
brought Inſtruftions; which they faid came from the Lords and Com- 

mons, 


io (hulk ;- It is here obſeryable, + 


( 2] 
mons, who met that day in order to addreſs to the King in my behalf, if 
I ſhould confirm the Inſtruftions, &'c. Whereas all the World knows that 
the Parliament did not meet till the 21x of March laſt, before which time 
he was ſent to the Tower. 3 


I ſhall here further take notice, that when the Heriffs: did exhort- him 
at the Gallows todiſcharge his Conſcience befote he went out of the world, 
he did not charge either of them with any part of what he here declares 
againſt them, his guilt not allowing him the eonfidence to do it. Beſides, 
it is morally impollible that the Sheriffs ſhould be ſo ſhallow as.to tempt 
a Papiſt to forge things againſt the Queen, Duke, E. of Daxby, cc. know- 
ing that PopiſhPrmGples teach men to betray Hereticks when there ſhall 
be a fit occaſion for it. And the like-may be faid for the Earl of Shafts. 
bury and the Lord Howard, 8 © 

n the next place he charges Sir George Treby the Recorder of Londoy, 
as if he were an encourager of Subornation and Perjury ; for he tells us, 
that Sir George urges. him to fay upon his examination that the Duke, rhe 
Lords Bellafs, Arundel, and Pows, were at the Conſult at St. Fames's a- 
bout contriving the murder of Sir Edmmdbury Godfrey ; telling hum, that 
if he would affirm it, he the faid Sir George would find perſons to ſwear 
it. But you may eaſily gueſs at.the truth of this aſſertion by that which 
follows, viz. that the ſaid Sir George fwore Gods Wounds; whereagal 
perſons that have the honour and happineſs of his acquaintance, can atteſt 
that they never heard him fwear an Oath in -his life; and 'tis ſuppo- 

led he will ſpeedily, or ſome friend for him, vindicate himſelf likewiſe a- 
gainſt theſe infamous aſperſfions. 

Then he tells us that he was put upon accuſing the Queen, Duke, and 
E. of Danby, but he tells us not by whom ; which is very remarkable, and 
15 apt to make men believe that whar he has faid concerning them in his 
publick printed Narrative, and in his ſeveral examinations as well publick 
as private, had more probability of truth init. 

As for his proteſtations of the truth of' what he has faid, they come 
far ſhort of thoſe made by Langhorn ; and yet it has ſince been proved, 
that he, as well as the reſt of the Popiſh Traitors that were executed for 
the Plot and murder, died with a lie in his mouth. And though theſe 
proteſtations of dying Papiſts are great ſtumbling-blocks to vulgar Pro- 
teſtants, yet they that are acquainted with the Doctrines of the Rowi/þ 
Church, and have read their chiefeſt Authors, can tell us, that for the pro- 
moting of the Catholick Cauſe and Intereſt, to be guilty of lying, per- 
jury, murder, or any other crime whatſoever, is fo far from being dam- 

nable, that it is meritorious. This you may ſee at large 1n/that excellent 
Piece, publiſhed by Authority, entituled, Azwimadverfions on the frve Feſutts 
Speeches. 7 

I All that T ſhall fay in reference to Dr. Fawkinss atteſtation is, That 
Fitz-harris did at ſeveral tinies, in the preſence. of Dr. Barzes, the Lieute- 
nant of the Tower, and divers other perſons of Quality, beſides in ſeveral 
Examinations upon Oath , declare things of a quite contrary nature to 
thoſe afſerted in this Libel , and particularly in matters relating to the 
Lord Howard, whom he always cleared till the publication of this Libel. 
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